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FOREWORD 


To THE OrIGINAL INDEX VOLUME 


HE completion of The Bibelot in 

twenty volumes permits its editor 
to set forth the point of view he had 
from the start and to indicate what 
in his opinion the set, viewed as a 
whole, should appear to those who now 
come upon it in its entirety. If The 
Bibelot means anything it means 
definitely an aid to self-culture in liter- 
ature and is based upon the underlying 
spirit of beauty as expressed in the 
“things that perish never,” not only as 
seen in the classics or well known works 
of any age or of any writer, but which 
are discoverable in scarce editions and 
rescued from sources not generally 
known. 

The contents of The Bibelot pos- 
Sesses unity of purpose: it represents 
what I have personally accepted as 
specimens of the finer spirit——what I 
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have individually felt as making the 
deepest impression upon myself. Only 
an intimacy with the completed work 
can establish my claim that in these 
pages there is that which makes for the 
widest self-development. 

Delay in printing this Index has 
permitted the inclusion of a few expres- 
sions of opinion that I somehow felt 
would seem acceptable to those who 
have the entire work in their possession. 
I therefore place Richard LeGallienne’s 
An Appreciation at the end of the 
volume supplemented by a brief God- 
speed from the editor of the St. Louis 
Mirror, William Marion Reedy. (He 
is an old friend and a true one from 
the years that are gone. “Have we 
not heard the chimes at midnight?’) 
As a more personal note of regard for 
The Bibelot stands Salve et Vale: 
an inscription which I accept with 
gratitude. 

The portrait of the editor I trust will 
not unduly depress his friends. It is 
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at least a real and not a counterfeit 
presentment at the close of his twenty 
years’ labor. 

I now “at the gateway cry you fare- 
well.” “I have steered by the stars.” 
Henceforth our journey together is 
ended. 

THOMAS BIRD MOSHER. 
February 6, 1915. 
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SALVE ET VALE 


ND so we part! We have been 

long together—some twenty years 
in truth—a winding road of golden 
sunshine, shadows unforeseen; and now 
diverging ways. You were ever there, 
Bion, Moschus, the chosen few. Did 
Barrie think of you, I wonder? “An 
empty coach rolls on to Dorking” but 
we await you here. 

Through you, forgotten hours of 
pain: through you, set sails for illim- 
itable seas and traversed boundless 
leagues: through you, stayed feet 
climbed mountains pure and high: 
through you, starry skies and sweet 
growing things of earth. I cannot 
write for tears—with your passing, 


